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IN HONOR OF THE CAREER OF MI-
CHAEL J. CARROLL FROM CHES-
TER COUNTY, PA 

HON. JIM GERLACH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Michael J. Carroll, Chester Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, on his retirement after his 
outstanding service and career in law enforce-
ment, most recently as Chief of Police of West 
Goshen Township. 

Chief Carroll served in the United States Air 
Force from 1961 to 1965, participating in the 
USAF Honor Guard in the funeral of President 
John F. Kennedy. After leaving the military, he 
served in the Tredyffrin Police Department, the 
Chester County Detective Bureau, and the 
West Whiteland Police Department before be-
coming Chief of the West Whiteland Police 
Department in October 1988. 

Chief Carroll has served as staff instructor 
with the Delaware County Police Academy, 
has been a guest lecturer at institutions such 
as West Chester University and the United 
States Naval Academy, and is a graduate of 
the FBI Academy. In addition to serving on the 
Criminal Justice Advisory Committee of Wil-
mington University and Alvernia University, 
Chief Carroll is Past President of the Chester 
County Police Chiefs Association, Past Presi-
dent of the Police Chiefs Association of South-
eastern Pennsylvania, Past President of the 
Pennsylvania Chiefs of Police Association, 
and Past President of the International Chiefs 
of Police Association, and he has benefittingly 
been inducted into the International Police As-
sociation Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of his years of exem-
plary service to his community and litany of 
sterling accomplishments too long to record, I 
ask that my colleagues join me today in recog-
nizing Chief Michael J. Carroll for his invalu-
able contributions to the quality of life of the 
citizens of West Goshen Township, Chester 
County, Pennsylvania and our entire nation. 

f 

HONORING MS. SHIRLEY THOMAS 
UPON HER RETIREMENT 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I am honored to rise today to recognize a 
hardworking, dedicated member of my staff, 
Ms. Shirley Thomas as she prepares to retire 
from a long and distinguished career of public 
service. Shirley has committed herself to this 
great institution for over 20 years, serving the 
U.S. Senate for 13 years and the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 9 years. She has been 
an essential part of my own staff since almost 
my first day as the Representative for the 13th 
District of Georgia. 

Shirley was born on February 27, 1953 in 
Western Kentucky as the eldest of four chil-
dren. She remains, to this day, a deeply reli-
gious woman, devoted to her family and 
friends. After attaining her certificate in Busi-
ness Administration from the University of Illi-
nois Business and Clerical Training School, 
Shirley stayed on to work for the University for 
almost 8 years. She then relocated to Hous-
ton, Texas to work for Dresser Industries, 
where she primarily worked in the accounting 
department. 

Unfortunately, in 1988, Shirley suffered tre-
mendous injuries after being hit by a car. To 
recover from her injuries, Shirley came to live 
in Atlanta, Georgia, where she began her ca-
reer in public service. Shirley first worked for 
former Senator Sam Nunn for 8 years until his 
retirement, and for his successor, Senator 
Max Cleland for 5 years. 

I will remain forever grateful that Shirley 
then chose to help me serve my own constitu-
ents. As a Constituent Services Representa-
tive and my Senior Social Security and Medi-
care Advisor, she worked tirelessly with those 
citizens most in need of my support. As my 
district expanded, she began serving as my 
Office Manger as well as providing administra-
tive support. I am especially thankful for her 
work in organizing several of my annual dis-
trict events, including our annual Health Fair 
and Jobs Fair. Her experience in working with 
state, federal, and private officials has had an 
incredible impact on the success of these 
events. This same experience was crucial 
when my district was redistricted in 2005. She 
has been with me for the past nine years, 
through the historic changes in Medicare and 
our healthcare delivery system, and in that 
time has helped countless residents access 
benefits that are so vital to their well being. 

I am extremely proud and thankful for all her 
hard work. It is with great sadness that I, 
along with the rest of my staff, wish her a fond 
farewell as she retires from my office. Shirley, 
please accept my prayers and best wishes for 
your future. I thank you from the bottom of my 
heart for your support and dedication thorough 
our many years together. 

May God bless you. 
f 

A TRIBUTE TO DAVID 
LERTZMAN’S TEACHING CAREER 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ac-
knowledge the career accomplishments of my 
cousin, David Lertzman, who retired this year 
after 41 years as a teacher and coach in the 
Los Angeles Unified School District. A native 
of California, David began his career in 1970 
and would go on to teach and coach at nu-
merous high schools in Los Angeles. 

David’s academic career revolved around 
teaching World History, U.S. History, and 

Physical Education. His passion for education 
and history led him to participate in a local 
State University Education Department pro-
gram that prepared students for a career 
teaching U.S. History. This program was high-
ly successful, and David would watch many of 
his former students go on to have distin-
guished careers in teaching and coaching. 

In addition to his teaching accomplishments, 
David had a very successful coaching career. 
He coached football, boys gymnastics and 
girls volleyball. In doing so, he reached many 
significant milestones. At Hamilton High 
School in Los Angeles, he holds the record for 
most wins in school history for the football 
team and the boys gymnastics team, while at 
Birmingham High School he holds the record 
for most wins in school history for girls 
volleyball. He also served as a founding mem-
ber of the Los Angeles Volleyball Coaches As-
sociation and the Los Angeles Football Coach-
es Association, and the President of the Los 
Angeles Coaches Association. 

As a former teacher myself, I want to join 
my cousin Lynne, who has been David’s wife 
for 36 years, their two daughters Stephanie 
and Carolyn, and their son-in-law, Scott in 
congratulating him on such a successful ca-
reer. Teachers hold a special place in our so-
ciety, and David Lertzman has proven to be at 
the top of his profession. I wish him all the 
best in his future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE AND SAC-
RIFICE OF CW3 GEORGE AN-
DREWS (‘‘ANDY’’) HOWES 

HON. JOE DONNELLY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. DONNELLY of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to solemnly honor Chief Warrant 
Officer 3 (CW3) George Andrews (‘‘Andy’’) 
Howes for his dedication and service to the 
United States of America. CW3 Howes was 
listed as missing in action on January 10, 
1970 when the helicopter he was co-piloting 
disappeared in Vietnam. He was just 19 years 
old. 

The remains of CW3 Howes were returned 
in 1988; however, they were not identified until 
2010 through an advance in DNA technology. 
Nearly 41 years after his disappearance, CW3 
Howes’ surviving family was notified that Andy 
was found at last. He could finally receive the 
honor and recognition he earned for his serv-
ice and for his ultimate sacrifice. 

Andy Howes was born in Little Rock, Arkan-
sas in 1950 and his family moved to Knox, In-
diana in 1956. He graduated from Knox High 
School in 1968 and enlisted in the U.S. Army 
that September. He received his wings in Au-
gust 1969 and was then deployed to Vietnam. 

CW3 Howes flew helicopter gunships while 
assigned to the 71st Aviation Company, 16th 
Aviation Group and America Division. He flew 
with the Firebirds, a distinguished and deco-
rated gunship unit based in Chu Lai, South 
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Vietnam. On January 10, 1970, a helicopter 
piloted by Capt. Herbert Crosby and co-piloted 
by CW3 Howes disappeared while flying in ex-
treme weather conditions. In addition to Capt. 
Crosby and CW3 Howes, crew members SFS 
Francis Graziosi and SFS Wayne Allen were 
lost in the helicopter’s disappearance. All of 
Andy’s crew mates have been previously iden-
tified, making Andy the last of the crew to re-
turn home. Marine Cpl Michael L. Bleeker, his 
great-nephew, is escorting his remains from 
Hawaii to Knox, and then to Arlington National 
Cemetery for burial. 

CW3 Howes has been awarded the fol-
lowing medals to honor his service and sac-
rifice: Air Medal with Numeral Two, National 
Defense Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with 
two Bronze Service stars, Vietnam Campaign 
Medal with ‘‘60’’ Device, Basic Aviation Badge, 
the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit 
Citation with Palm, and the Purple Heart. 

Andy is survived by his brother, Robert 
Lloyd Howes of Wichita, Kansas, in addition to 
many cousins, nieces and nephews, all of 
whom have kept his memory alive and faith-
fully waited for the day he would come home. 
Andy’s parents, Robert Lindell Howes and 
Bonnie Andrews Howes have passed away, 
as has his sister, Valerie Pulver Larew. 

It is my solemn duty, and humble privilege, 
to honor and remember CW3 George An-
drews Howes and a life cut tragically short. 
Andy stands as a testament to the great honor 
possessed, and sacrifices made, by our men 
and women in the armed forces, and their 
families. Those who were fortunate enough to 
know him were blessed by his presence—and 
we are all diminished by his loss. I and the 
grateful citizens of Indiana’s Second District 
are deeply grateful that Andy is back home. 
We mourn his passing and offer our solemn 
gratitude for his service. 
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HONORING MR. BARRY CICERO 
FOR HIS INSTALLATION AS JUN-
IOR VICE COMMANDER OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION FIRST DIVI-
SION OF ILLINOIS 

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a man who has given so much to his 
country and his community, Mr. Barry Cicero. 
This Sunday, July 31, Mr. Cicero will be in-
stalled as Junior Vice Commander of the 
American Legion First Division of Illinois, while 
Derrick David Stinson will be installed as 
Commander and Lawrence Nohr as Senior 
Vice Commander. The First Division is one of 
three divisions of the American Legion in Illi-
nois and includes all of Cook County with a 
population of more than 5 million people. Mr. 
Cicero, and the other officers being installed, 
have demonstrated impressive dedication to 
their country and the American Legion, and 
are certainly deserving of this honor. 

Barry Cicero served in the United States 
Army and has been an active member of the 
American Legion for 19 years. His home post 
is the Robert E. Coulter, Jr. Post 1941 in La 
Grange where he has been active on many 
projects including chairing Fall Fest, the Le-
gion’s popular fundraiser for local veterans. He 

has held many leadership positions during his 
time as a member of the American Legion, in-
cluding Commander of Post 1941 and Com-
mander of the 5th District. He held that posi-
tion for two terms, a rarity in the American Le-
gion. In addition, Mr. Cicero has been very ac-
tive in giving to his church and community. 

Being installed as Junior Vice Commander 
of a Division within the American Legion is 
such a special occasion because it means he 
will be installed as the Commander of that Di-
vision within two years. Mr. Cicero’s installa-
tion is also special because he will be the first 
Legionnaire from Post 1941 to become a Divi-
sion Commander. I am happy to see all of his 
hard work and dedication bear fruit as he was 
chosen by his colleagues to be Junior Vice 
Commander. 

I am certain Barry Cicero will provide exem-
plary service as Junior Vice Commander, and 
his leadership will bring a prosperous year for 
the American Legion’s First Division and all of 
the posts within it. Please join me in honoring 
Mr. Barry Cicero and may he continue to be 
an asset to Illinois veterans and his commu-
nity. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOE MORTON 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the work of Alabama State Superintendent of 
Education, Dr. Joe Morton, who has been a 
leader in education for 42 years and will offi-
cially retire on August 31, 2011. 

Dr. Morton grew up in Pleasant Grove and 
graduated from Hueytown High School. He 
then received his B.S. degree from Auburn 
University in 1969 and later his M.A. in 1973 
and Ph.D. in 1974 from The University of Ala-
bama. 

Upon graduation from Auburn, he began a 
life of dedicated service to the field of edu-
cation. He worked his way up from a school 
teacher to the superintendent of the Sumter 
County Board of Education. He is presumed to 
be the youngest person in the history of the 
state to be a local superintendent of education 
at the age of 27. 

On July 13, 2004, he was selected by Gov-
ernor Bob Riley to be the State Super-
intendent of Education. Along with a long-
standing love of education, he has always 
held to the belief that Alabama students have 
the capability to compete with top students 
from around the world. 

In order to engage students’ interest in 
reading, he created and co-founded the Ala-
bama Reading Initiative (ARI). The ARI has 
since become a national model and has 
helped the National Assessment of Edu-
cational Process in 2007 achieve the largest 
gains recorded in Grade 4 Reading. In 2010, 
AMSTI was recognized by the Center for Ex-
cellence in Education as the model of labora-
tory education in the United States. 

Other educational programs he helped cre-
ate and co-found were the Alabama Math, 
Science, and Technology Initiative (AMSTI) 
and the Alabama Connecting Classrooms, 
Educators and Students Statewide (ACCESS). 

At the request of Governor Riley, Dr. Morton 
also chaired the Seat Belt Study Commission 

after a tragic 2006 school bus accident in 
Huntsville. The Commission’s research into 
school bus safety and seatbelts is considered 
to be the most extensive in the country. 

In 2009, he also launched First Choice, a 
plan to combat high school dropout rates by 
doubling the number of graduates. First 
Choice has already helped deliver a greater 
number of well prepared high school grad-
uates. 

As a result of Dr. Joe Morton’s achieve-
ments in education, Alabama had the fourth 
largest increase in the number of students 
who graduated from high school in the nation. 
His achievements also paved the way for Ala-
bama to lead the nation in student enrollment 
gains and Advanced Placement exam scores. 

Above all, under Dr. Morton’s leadership as 
Alabama’s Superintendent of Education, the 
state has achieved its greatest overall edu-
cational rating in its history. 

On behalf of the people of Alabama—espe-
cially the thousands of school children who will 
reap a lifetime of rewards because of his lead-
ership—I wish to extend congratulations to Dr. 
Joe Morton for a job well done and for his 
many contributions to better the education and 
the futures of many Alabamians. My col-
leagues in the Alabama delegation join me in 
wishing him and his family the very best as 
they start a new chapter in their lives. 

f 

FACEBOOK FOLLOWERS’ COM-
MENTS ON WHAT A BI-PARTISAN 
COMPROMISE TO THE DEBT 
CEILING IMPASSE WOULD BE 
LIKE TO THEM 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, July 29, 2011 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, President Obama has urged the 
American people to call, email and tweet their 
members of Congress to let them know they 
want a bi-partisan compromise solution to the 
dangerous impasse over the debt ceiling that 
the Republican leadership has engineered. I 
used my Facebook page to ask my constitu-
ents and others who follow my page what a 
bi-partisan compromise would look like to 
them. 

I wanted to share with my colleagues the re-
sponses I have received so far. As you can 
see, the answers are very thoughtful. And the 
majority, not all, but clearly the majority, of re-
sponses are in favor of a balanced approach, 
one that combines new tax revenues with seri-
ous spending cuts. That’s the approach I per-
sonally favor and that President Obama and 
congressional Democrats have been trying to 
achieve. Regrettably, we have been met with 
a stone wall of opposition from the Republican 
Congress to a balanced compromise. They 
are pushing for a short-term bill that would 
make seniors, children, and the middle class 
pay the burden of our fiscal problems, and 
that would force us to have this reckless and 
damaging debate again just months from now. 

I want to thank the people who took the 
time to share their views on my page and I 
encourage all Americans to continue to make 
their views known to the Congress about this 
important issue. 

I hope my colleagues find these comments, 
from people who follow me on Facebook, in-
formative. 
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